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FACT SHEET | Domestic Violence, Human Trafficking in Greece
The Daughters of Penelope (DOP – website), a leading international women’s organization, supports
WIN Hellas, an NGO founded in Greece and active in preventing and addressing violence against
women (www.winhellas.gr).

ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN GREECE
WIN Hellas provided us with the following statistics about domestic violence in Greece:







1 in 4 women in Greece has, or will be, a victim of abuse at some point in her life.
28% of women who have been victims of abuse in the past continue to be victims in future
relationships.
1 in 2 women murdered in Greece are murdered by their spouse or partner.
63% of victims of domestic abuse have children.
Approximately 80% of the victims that reach out for help are in the age bracket of 25-54, which is
considered the most productive years of a woman’s life.
About a quarter of women in Greece have experienced either physical or sexual violence since
the age of 15, according to a survey by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights.

Also, the number of female victims in domestic violence cases reported to police increased 72 percent,
1
from 1,186 in 2010 to 2,043 in 2012. The report adds Greece’s DV hotline has received more than
12,300 calls since March 2011.
The 2013 State Department’s Human Rights report notes, “…ten women were killed in domestic violence
2
incidents in 2011, five in 2012, and eight in the first 11 months of the year [2013].”

GREECE’S ECONOMIC CRISIS AND ITS IMPACT ON WOMEN
Compounding the domestic violence problem, although we stress it is not the root source of it, is Greece’s
unprecedented economic crisis. Unemployment in Greece hovers at 27% and among youth it is a
3
staggering 62.5%. According to a Thomson Reuters report, experts believe it could be pushing more
men to violence while leaving women no choice but to stay with their spouses or partners. The Guardian
also published a piece on how women are disproportionally impacted by Greece’s economic crisis,
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including facing a rise in domestic violence.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN GREECE5





1

The U.S. Department of State maintains Greece as a Tier 2 country in its latest human trafficking
report (June 2013).
Greece is highlighted as a transit destination for women and children subjected to sex trafficking
and force labor.
The report did stress the Greek government is making “significant efforts” to combat the problem
despite its Tier 2 rating.
There are currently 3,000 children transited through Greece by child-trafficking rings, according to
6
Lambros Kanellopoulos, president, UNICEF in Greece.
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